Glomerular disease and human immunodeficiency virus infection in Brazil.
Clinically overt glomerular disease was detected in 6 (1.1%) of 543 patients with HIV infection followed at a Brazilian National Referral Center for AIDS. In 4 cases, glomerulosclerosis was present (focal and segmental in 3, diffuse and global in 1) and rapid progression to terminal renal failure was observed 1-10 months after clinical presentation. The other 2 patients died with normal renal function, and autopsy studies suggested the diagnosis of minimal change disease. Clinically overt glomerular disease was significantly more common among Black patients, whether all the cases with glomerulopathy (p < 0.001) or just the cases with glomerular sclerosis were considered (p = 0.011). Autopsy study of renal fragments from patients without clinical evidence of glomerular disease was additionally performed and revealed the presence of focal and segmental glomerulosclerosis in 3 cases (7.5%). We concluded that a glomerulopathy with clinicopathological features which match the definition of HIV nephropathy can be found among Brazilian patients with HIV infection. Accordingly to what has been described in American series, Brazilian Black patients seem to be at increased risk of the development of that nephropathy.